CITY OF ARNOLDSVILLE

CITY COUNCIL MEETING
December 5, 2019

CALLED MEETING
Council Present: Mayor G. Spearing, IV Greg Banks | Norma Craddock
Danny Morcom Jack Norman Lee Norman (absent)

Media: Jessica Colquitt
Visitors: Steve Fortmann, D. NeSmith, Billy Pittard, Danny Sniff, Amy Stone
5:00 PM - Meeting was called to order by Mayor George L. Spearing, IV

The purpose of this called meeting was to meet with Steve Fortmann of Paladin Wireless to
discuss with Mr. Fortmann, Billy Pittard (OC Chairman of Board of Commissioners) and Amy
Stone (OC Planning & Development), to discuss the possibility of acquiring fixed base
broadband service for Oglethorpe County beginning in Arnoldsville. Mr. Fortmann is the
President/CEO of his company that specializes in providing internet service to rural areas. Due
to their locations, the two water towers owned by Arnoldsville are the best locations to bring the
service into OC by installing antennas to the water tanks.

Oglethorpe County has received a grant for $350,000.00 toward this project. Mr. Fortmann gave
a short presentation on the benefits of the service that he offers answering questions afterward.
The discussion included questions addressed to George L. Spearing, III concerning the antennas
being installed on the tanks, cost of the project and possible contractual benefits for the city. Mr.
Fortmann stated that he would like to have everything set up and going in 30 days and running
by the end of the quarter. Commission Chairman, Billy Pittard, stressed that Oglethorpe County
is “not trying to make money.”

Mayor Spearing stated that he would lean toward allowing the antennas with contract
negotiations but the final decision would be up to the council.

It was decided that after further reviewing the draft contract provided by Mr. Fortmann, the
council would plan on voting at the January 2020 meeting.

6:25 PM On a motion from Danny Morcom with a second by Norma Craddock, the council
voted to go into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing ongoing litigation and to

approve litigation expenses presented by City Attorney, Danny Love.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

6:35 PM Executive session adjourned on a motion from Norma Craddock with a second from
Jack Norman. Vote 4-0




6:35 PM Regular meeting resumed with the council voting to allow the city clerk to pay
litigation expenses as presented by the city attorney on a motion from Danny Morcom with a
second from Jack Norman. Vote 4-0

Mayor Spearing noted that he had already received a message via text from Billy Pittard
regarding the status of the vote on the wireless service by the council. He indicated to Pittard
that the council would look at contract modifications first.

6:53 PM On a motion from Norma Craddock with a second from Jack Norman, the meeting was
adjourned. Vote 4-0
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Minutes prepared and submitted by Clerk, Debbie Love, January 16, 2020




